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Over the past year, public schools across the United States have experienced controversies 

concerning the issue of opposite-sex restroom and locker room use by students identifying as 

transgender. In February 2017, President Donald Trump helped to quell these controversies by 

rescinding a guidance document that pressured public schools to allow opposite-sex bathroom use; 

since that time, however, various New York state officials have doubled down on the argument that 

state law requires “equal access” to facilities for students identifying as transgender.  

 

For the second year in a row, Asm. Dean Murray (R-East Patchogue) has introduced a bill (A.5422) 

that would promote clarity and safety regarding restroom and locker room use in public schools, in 

public institutions of higher education, and in state agencies. Bill A.5422-Murray provides that 

multiple-occupancy bathrooms in New York’s public schools, public colleges and universities, and 

state agency buildings may be used only by persons of the biological sex for whom those bathrooms 

were intended. Under Asm. Murray’s bill, a person’s biological sex is defined as the sex indicated on 

that person’s birth certificate. The memorandum accompanying Bill A.5422 reads as follows: 

 

Many people are not comfortable sharing a public restroom or other public facility 

with a person who has an anatomical makeup of the opposite sex. This bill protects 

those people who reasonably believe that allowing…the opposite biological sex into 

[such] spaces would be an assault on their dignity, [their] privacy, and [their] safety. 

 

New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms agrees wholeheartedly with this language. 

 

Bill A.5422-Murray is an important, common-sense measure that promotes the privacy and safety of 

women and girls. New York’s students and state employees do not deserve to be made unwitting 

subjects in social experiments. They also deserve to be able to change their clothes and shower 

without having their privacy invaded by members of the opposite sex.  
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