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In 2016, New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms advocated for the passage of the Special Needs 

Adoption Tax Deduction Bill. This legislation would have allowed the adoptive parents of a special 

needs child to deduct $10,000 from their gross income for tax purposes. Unfortunately, after being 

passed by both Houses of the New York State Legislature, the bill was vetoed. 

 

In his veto message, Gov. Andrew Cuomo correctly noted that “the adoption of children with special 

needs is a critical issue that warrants further consideration.” Accordingly, NYCF supports the passage 

of Bill S.4492-Golden/A.6800-Joyner. This legislation would “direct the Office of Children and Family 

Services to complete a report studying the impact a tax deduction can have on alleviating expenses 

associated with adopting a special needs child.” The required report would include information on 

trends in the adoption of special needs children, the length that special needs children typically wait 

before being adopted, and the additional costs incurred by the parents of special needs children. 

Legislation requiring a similar report on the impact of a tax deduction for parents who adopt a child 

through the foster care system (2016 Bill S.7697-Avella/A.8176-B-Crespo) passed and was signed 

into law by Gov. Cuomo on November 28, 2016 (Chapter 496). 

 

The State of New York has a strong interest in the health and well-being of special needs children. To 

further that interest, the State should work to remove financial disincentives that discourage the 

adoption of special needs children. In addition, the financial investments and sacrifices made by 

parents who take on the challenging task of adopting special needs children should be considered 

when making tax policy. The impact of a potential special needs adoption tax deduction deserves 

study by state government. 

 

NYCF calls upon the Senate and the Assembly to pass Bill S.4492-Golden/A.6800-Joyner in 2017. 
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