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  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bill A.5911-Glick is an unnecessary piece of legislation that takes a coercive, punitive approach to 

New York’s pregnancy centers. (Pregnancy centers are nonprofit organizations that perform the 

laudable function of encouraging pregnant women to carry their pregnancies to term and providing 

them with various forms of compassionate assistance.) This heavy-handed bill would require that 

pregnancy centers, “upon first communication or first contact” with a client, disclose to said client 

that they do not provide abortion or birth control services or make referrals for such services. This 

legislation would further allow anyone who believes that a pregnancy center has failed to 

communicate the mandated disclosure to make a complaint to the State of New York; that complaint, 

in turn, would trigger a state investigation.   

This bill exclusively targets pregnancy centers, and employs strict guidelines in mandating that the 

required disclosure occur “upon first communication or first contact” with the potential client. This 

language would thwart the mission and purpose of pregnancy centers and create unnecessary 

government intrusion into their operations. Dictating the exact time at which a pregnancy center is 

required to inform the client about services that the center does not provide crosses the line into 

compulsory speech. 

Furthermore, state investigations would divert pregnancy centers’ time and resources away from 

their mission of helping mothers. It is not unreasonable to think that those who disagree with 

pregnancy centers’ abortion and birth control stances could use this bill as a vehicle to “catch” 

pregnancy centers failing to communicate the required disclosures to bring about an investigation 

and possible fines. 

New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms urges Members of the New York State Legislature to 

oppose this intrusive, big-government measure. 
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